
Smith Cattleguard Company's 

Search for Supplemental Farm Income 
Turns Into Concrete Products Industry 



David G. SmIth, 59, wh.) 
farm s 95 Ilcre~ :ot MIdland. 
likes (il rmlng. He gets satis ­
faction from seeing the seed 
he plants in ll'te fall com ing 
up green in the springtime . 
But like mo:'!! ·· .~man·· farmers 
he had s lot o f Ir(>uble making 
(l 11'·ing out Il ! the work he 
prefer:'! t n do 

So about four years agtl he 
lind hi .~ ~n Rorlr"~y I. SmIth 
25, sought :0 wily to suppl e­
ment the farm income 

··f had tned rfl;slng poultry 
and got Out Of that bustne!<s 
just In time;· Mr. S mith re­
calls. 

Father <lnd son made a cnn­
c rete cl'ttle guard for Mr. 
Smith·s father-in-la w Edgu 
MeSSIck . 

G round-level gUflrd,; for en· 
t rance g"tes ... nd to .!!epamte 
one field frnm another. fl:r c 
u:'!ually mllde of wood or lion 
pipe. F II r mer ~ oft en mak" 
them in thei r farm ~hop~ in 
shi ck sea:'!on . 

l'omhlned 
The Smi th !:; from theIr O\\" Il 

ex perience. a nd the expenenec 
or their neighbors. knew there 
was ;) demand for il s im ply 
bUilt . dur"ble gunrd. and u~ing 
wllvdt'n mulds rhey we re lifl .... 11 
prodUCing concrete gUll rds f' ' I· 

s ale. 
Mr. S mith is a cnrpe!ller a li 

well as ,. f3.rmer, and he had 
..... orked wi th contractors. Son 
Rodnel· had about three yea rs· 
experience .;ell ing farm machl­
ner.y. 

They pooled t heir skills. Las t 
yea.· w hat had !ltarlcd a s an 
experiment fl ourished in to 11. 

manufacturing ente rpr ise d~l in& 

bus iness in seven !;tales _ n:. 
far west 1I S .... {Jchignn . norlh 
into New Y'J rk and south int .. 
NOI·th Carolina . 



WHEN TH"E READY-MIX CONCRETE truck 
backs tip to the pouring shed at Smith Cattle­
guard Co .. Da \"id C. Smith. cente r, lends a 
strong back and <l .;;hove! to Henry Washington. 

left. and Buddy Andes, background, to lipread 
the concrete evenly ovel' one of the metal cattle­
guard molos. It takes about 20 minutes to 
"pOlll"" a concrete cattl eguard. 

- Democ1'&t Staff photo 



They ,,<,Id 98 of til(' conc ret " I 
guards, 195 concr ete lii l ock WA­
terers :)nd " bout un!: mile of 
lifetime com,r et!'. pRnel fe ncing_ 

made c oncrele fen ce was I 
bought by fi n es t ate owner in 
Winll lon ·Sa lem , N .C. 

~ 'nw :\Io llih 
At fi rst each 

Turns MII",\' 
product seemed 

t o h,we i~ own lill i e :ond m an ­
uf ll c t uring SCI'S U n ca ltle ­
g Ul\ rdlJ in the s prin g a nd fa ll . 
wa te rers In the sum me f li nd 
fenCi ng in t he wint er . Bu t ea ch 
y ear of t he past U!ree, the 
Smiths f ound themselves tr~' ­

ing t n fill tWice al< many Of ­
ders aol the ye:lf bef ore, li nd 
the m onth of J une w hich In 
prior y eArs W;<I. :<i 11 s la c k mon th 
th is y el'lr IS the bUl!Iest or any 

A comparlltiveiy new item 
to come f rom the S mith com­
pany , the elect r iCll lly h ea led 
and complete ly a utoma tic con­
c rete calli", wa te rer " l.Q()k off 
faste r" in lia lel4 than e ithe r the 
rein fon:ed concrete f en cing or 
I he ca tt leguard .ll. Rodney 
Smith says . F o r l .... ·four of l hr 
thermos tatically cont rolled wa­
terers h tlve been sold t o U8 \,I ' 
Cann ing 's Cnu r l M anor Pl :~ JI ­

:ation a l New M Ark eL 
A half mile vf th e S outh- 1

80 fa r , 
Using wood en muld15, it lIM'd 

to take thf' S mith l< eig ht hOUf i4 1 
t o produce one s lee l-re infor ced 
con cre te g u a r d, N ow , u sing 
meta l molds which Rodney de· 
sign ed a nd welded h lnlseJr, it 
ta ke,; fo ur hOUfS. -rhe fin ished 
g Ullrds 11('11 f ro m $160 to $ 170 
apiece, a nd t ;loke unly a boul 
tWII hou rs t u Insta l\. 

T \\ o F ull -lhl1e t:ruplo)"eu 
A il the S mllhs' manufactur­

mg bw;ine i18 g rows, t he)" are 
<iNns m ore busm esB wi t h other 
m rlustrlCS. T h ey buy theIr I 
read Y-mix concr et e from San ­
n ers Quarry Inc . of \Varren ton . 
theIr ::;teo' l fr"m Bethleh em m 
Richmond, clctlricto \ uni ts fu r I 
thp catt le .... 1l1 .:'H· rs m Fa r m -

Ingl on . Conn ., lind ·· ' ots· of 
m iscel \!:l neoIl9 ' · f rom the \Va r ­
umton Supply Co. 

Th(' company h::l !! tw o full·. 
t ime employees, Buddy Andea 
of Remin gt on and Hen ry Wash . 
ington of Midland, I\nd it a ll o 
hln'!s par t tim.' em ployee!! 
when orde rs peak. 

Wha t s t a rted Oll t a s an a l ­
I empt 10 produce lIupplement 
income ro r David Smith 's 
ra r m ing is turnin g into an op· 
er a lion w hich m a kes the fa rm­
ing incidental. But one hoped· 
fo r resu lt h a s been achieved : 
W iu! Ihe sale of Smith con ­
crele producu increall ing. Da­
vid Smi th CAn a fford to fa rm. 


